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Summer 2020 
Dear Parents, 

 
Attached to this letter are the forms and band contract that need to be filled out for the 2020 
Marching Band Season. Please take the next few minutes to fill them out. Be sure to keep all 
forms stapled together. Below is a small description regarding some of the forms that need to 
be filled out: 

 
Band Contract: This contract is for you to review and the Marching Band Member to 
sign. Please be sure that all the information at the bottom of the form is correct as this is 
our contact information. 

 
Medical Form:  This is the most important form that needs to be filled out. This form 
has all the information that we would need in an emergency situation. THIS MUST BE 
TURNED IN AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. Please fill all the information and if anything 
changes during the year please let us know.  

 
PARENT WANT AD:  This form asks for help from you to make our season a success. 
The Band experience is so much more exciting for everyone if we are all involved. Please 
let us know when and where you can help. 
 
Uniform/Instrument Contracts: These contracts are to be used by the staff but contain 
expectations for students to follow. These sections will be filled out at a later time and 
must still be signed and agreed to. 

 
PLEASE RETURN AS SOON AS WE ARE IN PERSON 

ALL FORMS SHOULD BE SUBMITTED BY JULY 31ST  
 

If you have any questions regarding the forms, please contact Mr. Ratcliffe. 
 

Thank you, 
 
Jon Ratcliffe 
Marching Band Director 
jratcliffe@mainlandregional.net 
jaratcliffe25@gmail.com 
856-701-8310 
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Mainland Band- 2020 Band Camp & Season 
Jon Ratcliffe, Director 

Medical Form 
EMERGENCY AUTHORIZATION 

 
LAST NAME_______________________ FIRST_____________________  DATE_________ 
S.S.I  #:____-___-______ Date Of Birth ( D.O.B):____-____-_____ 
 
To the designated teacher in charge: Jon Ratcliffe, Director 

In the event, in your opinion, my child requires emergency medical treatment, you have my 
permission, and I hereby designate you my agent, to call the following doctors after you have tried to 
telephone me and have been unsuccessful. 
 
DOCTOR________________________   DOCTOR_________________________ 
ADDRESS________________________       ADDRESS_________________________ 
TELEPHONE_____________________   TELEPHONE______________________ 
 

In the event that neither of these can be reached, you have my permission, and I hereby designate 
you my agent, to call any regularly licensed physician in the area of the itinerary.   I hereby release you 
from any claim arising out of the doctor’s actions and I assume and agree to pay the doctor’s charge for 
the services rendered at the doctor’s direction. 
 

PARENT (or guardian’s) SIGNATURE____________________________________ 
ADDRESS________________________________ 
CITY______________________ZIP____________ 

HOME PHONE_________________ EMERGENCY PHONE___________________ 
 
Please list below the names of neighbors, relatives of friends who may be contacted if the parent is not 
available. 
NAME____________________________NAME_______________________________ 
ADDRESS_________________________ADDRESS____________________________ 
PHONE____________________________PHONE_____________________________ 
 
Please answer the following questions, by answering yes or no. If yes, please explain using other side of 
sheet if necessary. 
 

1. Does the student have any allergies to medication, foods, etc.? 
yes or no  

2. Will it be necessary for the student to have medication at camp or on the trip? 
yes or no 

3. Are there any physical conditions of which we should be aware? 
yes or no 

4. Are there any emotional conditions of which we should be aware? 
yes or no 

(For other than Blue Cross/Blue Shield, please attach a medical claim form) 
Blue Cross/Blue Shield  Policy #:____________________________ 
Other Insurance Policy #:__________________________________ 
Primary Carrier:__________________________________________ 
D.O.B of Primary Carrier:___-___-___ 
S.S.I of Primary Carrier:___-__-_____ 



2020 Marching Band Contract 
 

ATTENDANCE 
For every member, attendance at all rehearsals and performances is very important. For this 
reason, please understand that all absences, even if they may seem small, have an effect on all in 
the program. All conflicts must be approved by Mr. Ratcliffe before they are considered to be 
excused. The following are important to read and remember regarding absences and our policies.  
 
Excused absences: Excused absences include pre-planned scheduled family vacations, religious 
holidays, family emergencies, major family events such as weddings, and missing school for any 
of the above reasons. When submitting these absences, please include the reason that the student 
will be absent so we are aware. All possible absences for the FALL season must be submitted via 
e-mail AND the Absence Form no later than AUGUST 13TH, 2020.  

 
Illness: As stated above, if a student is absent from school due to being sick, they will not be 
expected at that day’s event. However, because we do not work at the school during the day, an 
email or phone call to Mr. Ratcliffe is expected out of courtesy and to have clear communication. 
If students become ill after school hours or overnight on the weekend, it is also expected that 
students and parents will reach out to verify the absence. If you are unable to participate fully in 
a daily event, a doctor’s note is required to confirm the injury/illness. IF YOU ARE SICK, DO 
NOT TRY TO PUSH YOURSELF. STAY HOME! 
 
Emergencies: Emergencies include and are not limited to major illnesses or a death in the 
family. Other emergency absences will be considered on a case-by-case basis. In the case of 
an emergency, please IMMEDIATELY notify Mr. Ratcliffe by email or by phone at 
856-701-8310. 
 
Whether an absence is excused or because of an illness, students may or may not be pulled from 
a weekend performance. This is also the rule for all THURSDAY rehearsals in the fall. This rule 
is for the safety of the student and their fellow bandmates. This policy is case-by-case and 
dependent on the nature of the absence and the remaining time before performance. Mr. Ratcliffe 
will make a decision the day of the performance, and regardless of the decision, students are 
expected to be in attendance in full uniform. 

 
Students are expected at all summer rehearsals throughout July and August. During this time, 
students learn the bulk of the program’s basics and the year’s show. If you will be on a 
pre-planned vacation or have a previous commitment, you must still notify Mr. Ratcliffe via 
email and the Absence Form. All summer absences are due by JULY 31ST, 2020. Excessive 
summer absences may result in students being pulled from certain sections of the on-field drill.  
 
If you are employed, you are responsible to arrange with your employer to be off and to be at 
every event on time. Please plan accordingly and provide employers with our schedule as soon as 
possible. Most employers will not have a problem if you approach them responsibly in advance 
and keep them informed. Students will NOT be excused from any performance due to work. In 
an emergency, students may be excused from rehearsal to resolve that ONE work day. In any 
case, Mr. Ratcliffe must be notified in advance as early as possible. 

 
 
 



Unexcused absences: Unexcused absences are those that occur with no previous notice and 
unacceptable in our program. Absences will also be considered unexcused if they are for reasons 
that students should not be missing events for. These absences will have consequences for the 
student.  

-First rehearsal offense: The student will be required to assist in cleaning of music 
facilities and other staff service such as equipment overhauls. Students may also be 
removed from a weekly performance. 
-Second rehearsal offense: The student’s eligibility for competitions and all events will 
be reviewed by the staff with possible suspension from the activity. 
-Third rehearsal offense/Performance Absence: Upon review of the entire staff, the 
student will face the possibility of being removed as a performing member of the 
Mainland Marching Band.  

 
Students who participate in sports or other activities are expected to attend rehearsals and all 
performances, including those after the fall season has ended. Communication with Mr. Ratcliffe 
is important when participating in other activities and we are flexible with working around sports 
games/events. Please be sure to share all schedules with coaches and Mr. Ratcliffe as soon as 
they are available.  
 
Attendance records over the season will be reviewed by the staff when students are considered 
for awards, leadership positions or promotions, scholarships, and recommendations for activities. 
Failure to adhere to policies will result in students forfeiting all participation awards and varsity 
letters.  
 
Above all, the biggest expectation is communication. The direct line of communication with Mr. 
Ratcliffe is very important for absences and emergencies. If possible, students should also reach 
out to their captain/drum major so that they are accounted for. Please use these open lines of 
communication to submit and discuss absences over the season and the school year. Only 
AFTER speaking with the director should the student fill out the absence form found on 
the marching band webpage to record your absence. 

 
REHEARSALS 

 
Each Marching Band member is required to be at all rehearsals during the season. Rehearsals for 
our program will be every Tuesday and Thursday from 6:00-9:00pm as well as Fridays and 
Saturdays at the designated report time for football games and competitions.  
 
Rehearsals start AT 6pm. The expectation is that each student will be in attendance 15 minutes 
before rehearsal starts for announcements and instructions from staff and the drum majors. 
Please make sure you are at rehearsal EARLY enough to be warmed up and ready to start on 
time. Excessive lateness will be addressed with students and parents unless previously notified. 
Please help set the tempo for our band. Remember the common phrase. To be early is on time. 
To be on time is to be late. And to be late is unacceptable.  
 
Rehearsals end AT 9pm. Dismissal is not at 9pm but rather when we finish our final run-through. 
Please allow 20 minutes for dismissal from rehearsals. Post rehearsal, students WILL take part in 
loading the marching band truck. The more help we have loading, the quicker all students and 
staff get dismissed. Loading the truck is led by the quartermasters and takes time to properly 
store all equipment for the program. Students are therefore expected to stay and assist. 



 
Additional rehearsals may be scheduled or cancelled due to weather and scheduling issues. These 
rehearsals will be provided with adequate notice for all students and parents. Rehearsals for new 
performances will follow the same procedure and students are expected to be in attendance.  
 
Students are at NO TIME permitted to leave the school grounds once a rehearsal or report time 
has started without the permission of Mr. Ratcliffe. This includes days such as band camp days 
or when there is a rehearsal followed by a lunch before leaving for a performance. Students must 
bring everything they need for the day at the start of rehearsal.  
 
As we get into rehearsals, etiquette for students is defined by the staff from the beginning. It is 
expected that students follow these rehearsal procedures and help create a positive and effective 
environment for everyone. Please take the time to understand and follow proper etiquette with 
other students and staff members. Failure to do so will result in parental conduct and discussion 
of behavior. Mr. Ratcliffe reserves the right to change the status of any student’s performance 
and/or send the student home from rehearsal.  

 

PERFORMANCES 
 

It is absolutely necessary that we have 100% attendance at each and every performance, 
rehearsal, football game, and parades. College visits, family gatherings and other such events 
should be scheduled around these performances, rehearsals, football games, and parades. Please 
refer to the 2020 Season Schedule to acquire these dates. Approval to miss a performance MUST 
come from Mr. Ratcliffe at least one week in advance. HOWEVER, this information should be 
communicated as early as possible.  
 
Performances include but are not limited to:  

- All Varsity Football Games 
- All scheduled Marching Band Competitions and Events 
- Ocean City Halloween Parade 
- Ventnor City & Somers Point Christmas Parade 
- Memorial Day Parades for Northfield, Linwood, and Somers Point in May 

 
Please understand that Marching Band, despite competing in the fall, is a 12 month activity. 
There are performances and events, such as additional parades or Music in the Parks 
competition, that may be added to the schedule following the competitive season. It is expected 
that students be at these performances and communicate appropriately if attendance is not 
possible.  
 
As stated above, we conduct rehearsals before we leave for competitions and performances. All 
students are expected at these rehearsals and be on school grounds all day. Students will be 
transported to and from each competition by school buses. If you request to take your student 
home directly from the competition, you must do so 24 HOURS AHEAD of that competition 
day by school policy. 
 
At competitions, students represent Mainland at all times. In public, in or out of uniform, 
students will carry themselves professionally and leave a good impression of our school. This 
includes in warm-ups, mingling with other programs, and during awards in the stands. The same 
standards for rehearsals apply to our presence in public and failure to do so will result in 
consequences from the staff.  



FOOTBALL GAMES 
 

Students are expected at all football games, whether they are home or away. All home games 
include a full performance of our show at halftime in addition to playing in the stands (which we 
only do at away games). In the stands, students are expected to have all required materials, such 
as uniform, instrument, and music. Students will sit in sections in the stands and they will be an 
active member of playing. Students are not allowed to sit with other Mainland students nor leave 
the stands without permission.  
 
Flip-folders will be issued to each student at the start of the season. These folders are numbered 
by drill spot and students are responsible for all music they are issued. Following the conclusion 
of the season, there will be a return date for all Flip-Folders. Students are responsible for any lost 
folders and music. Having flip-folders in the stands are mandatory for all students and are 
responsible for providing their own lyres to read their music.  
 

MUSIC & DRILL  
 
Each Marching Band member will be required to learn, memorize and perform the music, work, 
and drill design for the 2020 competitive field show. Students are required to have a 3 Ring 
Binder (1-2”) with plastic sleeves to insert and protect music and drill. Students must bring all 
music and equipment to each rehearsal over the course of the season. Binders will include 
warm-ups, show music, drill, and the weekly Rundowns as well as all items handed out to 
students.  
 
Due to the vast amount of drill that students will be given, students are required to have a “Dot 
Book”. This book is a drill reference and students must obtain a small index card sized notebook. 
These are usually carried at rehearsals around the neck by a lanyard or shoelace. Students will 
receive instruction on how to complete these dot books and it is a requirement at EVERY 
rehearsal once drill has started on the field. Failure to be in possession could result in being 
removed from performances.  
 

FUNDRAISING 
 
Every Marching Band member will be expected to participate in the fundraising efforts by the 
Band Parents. It needs to be understood that it costs a lot of money to run a competitive 
marching band and that money needs to be raised each season. These fundraisers have a direct 
impact on each student’s band account as funds are share by everyone. Students that do not help 
with the fundraising efforts may face one or more of the following consequences: 

-May not be eligible to receive any financial support from the Band Boosters 
Organization. 
-May not be eligible to attend any trips, tours, or additional marching band activities. 
-May be required to pay a participation fee (determined by the Band Parents) if the 
student plans to remain involved in the following year. 

 
We are all in this together and everyone must be involved in the building and support of the 
Mainland Regional Marching Band.  
 
 



SOCIAL MEDIA 
 

The social media accounts of students are a big part of the technology period that we are in. It is 
our responsibility to use these platforms properly and carry ourselves professionally on them. 
With regards to our program, inappropriate online activity will not be tolerated. While we cannot 
directly see content posted online, we can act and report content that is presented to the staff. At 
no time will students in this program participate in online hazing or bullying of other band 
students OR others in general. This creates a negative learning environment and can have 
long-term effects on their fellow students. Our program is about inclusion and welcomeness and 
our students are expected to stand up to bullying and be there for all band members.  
 
Online, students will also not post offensive content of any kind or poor behavior in uniform. In 
our uniform, we represent this school and this program. By acting out at all and then posting it 
online, you paint a negative picture to others of this program. A picture that shows this program 
in a poor light and creates a bad reputation for who we are. In our uniform, students WILL act 
appropriately and will not engage in detrimental behavior. In addition, detrimental behavior 
submitted online will not be tolerated. 
 
In the case of misusing social media and acting against their principles, students will be subject 
to consequences from the program, and in some cases, from the school. The staff will not tolerate 
bashing, exclusion, bullying, hazing, and inappropriate content online. Some matters may no 
longer be in our hands and these consequences could include removal from shows and from the 
program. 
 

ADDRESSING SITUATIONS 
 

The biggest tool that we have in our school system is communication. In this program, there are 
a number of outlets that students and parents can use for communication. And it is through 
communication that the staff can address and work through conflicts on and off the field as well 
as those stated above. The best way we can resolve conflicts is by having all the facts.  
 
If and when there are conflicts within the band that need to be addressed, students will contact 
and talk to the staff WHEN IT HAPPENS. By putting off the telling of information, situations 
cannot be addressed in a proper time frame. It is important that students in these situations 
include all important and ACCURATE information so we can properly take actions as they need 
to be. In addition, names of all students involved in situations AND those reporting it must be 
included. The staff will NOT be addressing anonymous notes and letters. We cannot 
appropriately resolve situations if students cannot be upfront with us. 
 

ACTIONS ONLINE OR IN PERSON THAT ARE HOMOPHOBIC, RACIST, AND 
OFFENSIVE WILL NOT BE TOLERATED AND WILL RESULT IN A STUDENT’S 

IMMEDIATE REMOVAL FROM THE PROGRAM. 
 

__________________________________                                __________ 
Student Signature  Date 

 
_________________________________                                __________ 

 Parent Signature  Date 



UNIFORM CONTRACT 
 

As stated previously, when in uniform, you are the direct representation of this program and of 
this school. The uniform assigned to you is a valuable part of our program and you are 
responsible for taking care of it and following all uniform procedures. Caring for the uniform 
goes a long way in upholding the long tradition of professional and excellence of the Mainland 
Marching Mustangs.  
 
Every student is responsible for having all parts of their uniform for performances as well as 
taking care of them. They will be assigned a uniform bag to keep all parts together on the bus. 
This uniform consists of: 

-Jacket (Full Band) 
-Bibber Pants (Full Band) 
-Green M-Shirt / Show Shirt underneath Uniform (Full Band) 
-Guard Uniform/Costume (Color Guard) 
-2 sets of Black gloves (Wind Players) / Guard Gloves as assigned (Color Guard) 
-Gauntlets (Percussion) 
-Shako hat with plume (All Marching Members) 
-Black Crew socks (Full Band) NO ANKLE SOCKS 
-Black Drill Masters Shoes (Full Band) / Guard Shoes as assigned (Color Guard) 
-Any and all make up (Color Guard) 

 
Hair should always be pinned up for the purpose of uniformity. Hair should not touch your collar 
and should not be seen beneath the Shako. In addition, hair for members of the color guard must 
be kept in accordance with the instructions from the instructors.  

 
No jewelry of any kind is to be worn, including watches, earrings, and bracelets, while in 
uniform, with the exception of religious items. Things can get lost and it becomes distracting to 
others as it breaks uniformity. Students are to stay in uniform until instructed to change by Mr. 
Ratcliffe. These uniform rules are in effect during the full duration of each performance day.  
 
Following each competition or performance, students are responsible for returning shakos to the 
uniform room and for taking uniforms home with them. At home, students are responsible for 
removing all parts of the uniform from their bag and cleaning the uniform if necessary. All 
uniforms MUST be returned at the next rehearsal to the uniform room.  
 
Instructions for ordering gloves and shoes will be delivered via email and should be ordered by 
mid-August. Similarly, instructions for the color guard will be delivered to each student for all 
parts for their uniform.  

 
ANY STUDENT WHO DOES NOT HAVE ALL UNIFORM PARTS FOR A SHOW 

WILL NOT PERFORM!! 
 

 __________________________________                                __________ 
Student Signature  Date 

 
To be filled out by the staff: 

 
Student: ________________   Jacket:_________  Pants:_______    Shako Box:_______ 



INSTRUMENT/EQUIPMENT CONTACT 
 

In our program, we have many students who may play instruments different from standard 
concert bands or require equipment that is on loan from the school. All equipment that is lended 
out to students is the responsibility of that student. Students must take care of any equipment in 
their possession and are responsible for repairs that are above normal “wear and tear”. If a 
student finds that their equipment is not in good working condition, they are expected to report 
any issues immediately to Mr. Ratcliffe. Students should NOT be using equipment that is not 
theirs. Any damage from anyone is the responsibility of the student that it has been signed out to. 
STUDENTS WHO CANNOT CARE FOR THEIR EQUIPMENT RISK LOSING IT AND 
THEIR SPOT IN THE SHOW! We must act right and be responsible for what we have to use! 

 
 __________________________________ __________ 

Student Signature  Date 
To be filled out by the staff: 

 
Student: ____________________    Date: _________ Equipment: _______________ 

 

CONTACT 
 

In our program, as both a form of communication and community outreach, social media has 
been helping, exciting, and informative. We have a number of outlets available for both students 
and parents to stay in contact and stay up to date on the daily activities of our program! 
 
Facebook: We have a group on Facebook titled “Mainland Regional HS Marching Band Student 
News”. In this group, parents are able to share photos and videos of their students and the staff 
and boosters are able to use this platform to share important updates, daily schedules, and new 
information with the band. This is designed for CURRENT members of the band and parents! 
 
Instagram: We have a page on Instagram under @mrhsmarchingband . This page is used for 
community and social outreach to share accomplishments and big updates for our program with 
the public. Similarly, this year, we have a new Facebook page as well. The page “Mainland 
Regional High School Marching Band” will work like our Instagram for FAMILY AND 
FRIENDS that want to follow the program on Facebook! 
 
Remind101: This is MANDATORY! All students are required to be enrolled on the Remind app 
on their phones. This is a safe way for Mr. Ratcliffe and the staff to reach students with 
important reminders and updates, such as report times and deadlines. A large chunk of 
information is passed along on Remind, and if a student isn’t on it, they will be missing 
important updates. This year, like past years, we have 2 accounts on Remind. 

Students: Please text @mrhsmb20 to 81010 or join on the app. Mandatory for students! 
Parents: Please text @mrhsmb20p to 81010 or join on the app. While this is required for 
parents, this is where Mr. Ratcliffe shares departure times and ETAs when we are at 
shows.  

 
Website: Our website is located at www.mainlandmarchingband.weebly.com ! On this website, 
families can find our calendar, links to our music and drill, past season photos, majors updates 
and documents, and important forms for contact!  

http://www.mainlandmarchingband.weebly.com/


*Return to Mr. Ratcliffe ASAP* 
 
Name___________________________________________________ 

Instrument(s)____________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________ 

Phone#___________________School: N  L  S  M    Year:  9  10  11  12  

Parent or Legal Guardian Names:_______________________________ 

 

I       (student name)         would like to join the 2020 Marching Band. I have 
read and understand my responsibilities and dedication to the organization. 

 
 

 
__________________________________                                __________ 

Student Signature  Date 
 

_________________________________                                __________ 
 Parent Signature  Date 

 
 
I       (student name)          have read, understand, and agree to the Mainland 
Band contract and attendance policy. I am prepared to accept the 
consequences for any violation of our Code of Conduct. 
 

 
__________________________________                                __________ 

Student Signature  Date 
 

_________________________________                                __________ 
 Parent Signature  Date 

 
 
 
 

 



WANTED: 
 

 All Parents 
 

We need your help!!!!! 
 
In order for the Marching Band to have a successful season, we need your help!  
 
Please check at least one: 
 

❑ Pit Crew-Need at least 5 volunteers per show (Games and Competitions) 

❑ Parent Car Pools for competitions 

❑ Tailgating (If approved) 

❑ Uniforms 

❑ Pasta Dinners (If approved) 

❑ Fundraising 

 
Name:________________________ Home Phone #:_______________ 
 
E-Mail:_______________________ Cell Phone #:_________________ 
 
 
We are looking for fun, interesting, and dedicated people! Spend time with your 
kid and get to know their friends. Be a part of their education before it flies by. The 
biggest support of these students is YOU! 
 
 

Please turn this form in along with the other forms. 
 


